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General of the Philippines came to an end. In his farewell address
he declared his satisfaction in having restored the Eamson (semi-
parliamentary) type of government, which General Wood had pro-
nounced a tragic failure and had discarded.1 He attributed his
success in the administration of the Islands to the mutual respect of
Americans and Filipinos associated in the Government. It was not
unnatural that the Filipinos should expect a Cabinet of which Mr.
Stimson was a member to favour further steps towards autonomy
and a parliamentary form of government.
The new Governor-General was Mr. Dwight F. Davis, who had
been Secretary of War in Mr. Coolidge's Cabinet. He at once made
it clear that he intended to follow the policy of his predecessor, and
both Cabinet and Council of State were retained. He also made what
he described afterwards as 'a lucky shot'; on arrival, he told the
Filipinos that he came as an administrator and not to discuss politics,
and that 'independence was a matter for the Congress of the United
States to decide'.2 Like his predecessor, Mr. Davis was insistent on
the importance of economic development, and he urged the Filipino
to think in terms of economics as well as of politics. In 1930, 82 per
cent, of Philippine exports consisted of three crops—Manila hemp,
sugar, and copra—and Mr. Davis was anxious to see the cultivation
of more and different kinds of crops. He believed that the Islands
ought to develop the cultivation of products such as tropical and
semi-tropical fruits which would involve less competition with
American vested interests. Although Mr. Davis was still regretting
in his second year of office (1930) that the Legislature would not con-
sider a broad policy of economic development, he noted in his annual
report for that year that the process of development was going on
and that the Philippines were not suffering as much as many other
countries from the economic depression. In this same year, 1930, the
Legislature passed a resolution providing for the appointment by
the Governor-General of a commission to investigate the problem of
rural credits. Next year, Mr. Davis, accompanied by expert advisers,
paid an official visit to the neighbouring states and dependencies:
Indo-China, Siam, British Malaya, and Netherlands India. The con-
clusion that he drew from this experience was that the economic
development of the Philippines was far behind that of some of these
countries, but that Filipino labour was better paid and the standard
of living in the Philippines was higher.3
1 See the Survey for 1926, pp. 411-13, 417-19.
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3 Governor-General^ Beport, 1931, p. 6.

